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Cross Burning

Case Resolved

•:...,.. . ,.^~ ^?r ^urn-
ing a cross |at .'Holy': Family
Church earlier, this -year : r. ;

iGregbryVfCerne^ -20l of
Bayridge LaneV pleaded guilty
on Friday to a charge of

destruction of property under

$250 before Judge" Thomas
Brownell in Plymouth District

Court. Additional charges of
arson and prbperty damage to

intimidate were ■: dropped

against Cerne ' by the

Plymouth County iDistrict

Attorney's Office.

The.charges stem from an

incident in the early morning

hours of February 21 when

Monsigtior William Glyn'n
discovered a burnt cross at the

entrance to the''/church.

Duxbiiry police say a'confi-1

dential informant came to the

station with a list of suspects

and after questioning, Cerne

confessed to the crime the

next day. At his arraignment

on February 23, his 20th

birthday, Assistant District

Attorney 'Maryclaire Flynn

said that in a videotaped con-

fessipnvCeme said that he and

friends'had been drinking'and

40'jthe

^^^^s; up
against 'the entrance and set, it

^0^ '&
h >^Cernejwas^releasejyojliis
parents rand orderedytS stay
away from drugs and alcohol

by Judge Gregory Baler.

JBack; in .court oh Friday,
Cerne pleaded1 guilty to the
charge of destruction of prop-

ertyi which under $250 is con

sidered a misdemeanor, arid
. was reduced from the original

charge against him of destruc

tion over $250, a felony.

In addition to one year of

Twenty-year-old , Gregory

Cerne was placed on proba

tion for one year for placing
and burning a cross at the

entrance of Holy Family

Church on Presidents' Day.

talked to at length, including

right after his arrest.

Msgr. Glyrin said Friday

that he had already forgiven

Cerne, 'ai'member of the
church, and was"'giad that the
arson ;■ -and ■Y«.''intimidation

charges were'yismissed.''/'^''

back [to the'6hurch]fand nbw

has to forgive himself and put

his life • back' together," he

said. "I want him to have a

new start and hold nothing

against him." •.-■-,, -. .■'•;<.;

Cerne's: attorney,); Colleen

Carroll, was equally .pleased

with the dismissal ^f^the two,

charges against her^cjient ,and
ihe outcome of the casfe;- ^jS:

"I think it was appropri- -.

ate...given"me^facts "of "the;

?ase,™ the lack of [criminal]

rec6rdlialri&e|wlfings^of tKe<
comm|Miy^ ;she said., ^Ttit -,
monsignor is t:m agreement

^

M ■'Aso^l ^hink vboth;,s des-.are ;i


